THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

was not responsible for my words. Its genuineness is
an incontrovertible fact. Not all the Herrmans that
ever breathed can duplicate the wonders that are pro-
duced through some mediums. By deftness of fingers
and smartness of wits they may produce writing on
papers and slates, but even this cannot bear close in-
vestigation. Materialization is beyond their mental
calibre to reproduce, and I challenge anyone to make
the c rap ' under the same conditions which I will.
There is not a human being on earth can produce the
c raps * in the same way as they are through me/'

" Do you propose to hold stances ? "

" No, I will devote myself entirely to platform
work, as that will find me a better opportunity to
refute the foul slanders uttered by me against
Spiritualism."

" What does your sister Kate say of your present
course ? "

" She is in complete sympathy with me. She did
not approve my course in the past. . . . "

" Will you have a manager for your lecture tour ? "

" No, sin I have a horror of them. They, too,
treated me most outrageously. Frank Stechen acted
shamefully with me. He made considerable money
through his management for me, and left me in Boston
without a cent. All I got from him was five hundred
and fifty dollars, which was given to me at the begin-
ning of the contract."

To give greater authenticity to the interview, at
her suggestion the following open letter was written
to which she placed her signature :
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